PANEL DEBATE

Are Christian Churches
Turning Green?

TIME / DATE

Thursday | 3 May 2018 | 18:15

University of Basel
Faculty of Theology
Nadelberg 10, 4051 Basel

ROOM

Grosser Seminarraum

This event is open to the public and free of charge.

See verso for more information.
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Are Christian Churches Turning Green?

The panel debate discusses whether Christian Churches in Western Europe are
becoming more environmentally concerned. Against the backdrop of climate change,
some Christian groups have adopted proactive positions in the public sphere while
others intensified their previous engagement, as prominently illustrated by Pope Francis’
encyclical “Laudato Si”. On the other hand, Christian worldviews can also promote
climate change scepticism, thereby blocking sustainability transitions. In the panel debate,
we critically explore whether there are signs of a growing environmental engagement
among Christian Churches and why becoming “greener” may be challenging for local
congregations.

The panel debate is followed by an apéro riche.

The panel debate marks the start of the research project "Urban Green Religions'.
The project studies the role of religion in urban transformations towards environmental
sustainability. It is funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF).

For more information see: https://theologie.unibas.ch/de/fakultaet/zentrum-religion-
wirtschaft-politik/forschung/#c 1444

DISPUTANTS
Dr. Kurt Zaugg-Ott
Director of OEKU (environmental umbrella organisation of Christian Churches in Switzerland)

Dr. Julia Blanc
Researcher in the project “Urban Green Religions”, University of Basel

Prof. Dr. Christophe Monnot
Professor of Sociology of Religion, University of Strasbourg

MODERATION

Prof. Dr. Jens Koéhrsen
Professor of Religion and Economics, University of Basel

PROJECT TEAM CONTACT

Prof. Dr. Jens Kéhrsen Prof. Dr. Jens Kéhrsen
Dr. Julia Blanc zrwp@unibas.ch
Fabian Huber www.zrwp.ch

Vera Schaffer
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